
Thursday, 25 June 

Time Topic Presenter 

07:30 – 08:30 Registration 

08:30 – 08:45 Opening Address:
What is Smart Investing in the “New (Ab) Normal”?

Armien Tyer 
Head: Investments Cluster

08:45 – 09:45 Keynote Address: 
19 Reasons to be Optimistic about South Africa

Dr Roelof Botha
Joint Managing Director: GOPA Group SA

09:45 – 10:45 Keynote Address:  
Global Markets – The Strategic Think Tank

Dr HW Brock, PhD
President: Strategic Economic Decisions, Inc.

10:45 – 11:00 Tea Break 

11:00 – 12:00 Panel Discussion: 
What is the African Investment Opportunity – 
Challenges, Costs and Risks
Moderator: Euvin Naidoo  
                    (Head of Strategy Barclays Africa)

Panelists: 
Deslin Naidoo (Alexander Forbes)
Prasheen Singh (RisCura)
Glenn Sliverman (Investment Solutions) 
Antony Lester (Towers Watson)
Jean-Pierre Matthews (Absa Alternative Asset Management)

12:00 – 13:00 Keynote Address:  
The Outlook for the Global Economy and  
Financial Markets

Henk Potts
Director of Global Investment Strategy: Barclays Wealth

13:00 – 13:45 Lunch

13:45 – 14:45 Panel Discussion: 
Portfolio Construction: New Age Techniques
Moderator: Rob Rusconi 
                    (Independent Actuary)

Panelists: 
Anne Cabot-Alletzhauser (Alexander Forbes Research Institute)
Glenn Sliverman (Investment Solutions) 
Prasheen Singh (RisCura)
Antony Lester (Towers Watson)
Wayne Dennehy (Absa Head of Exchange Traded Funds and 
Passive – Institutional)

14:45 – 15:45 Keynote Address: 
Who is Managing your Risk?

Roland Rousseau 
Head: Barclays Risk Strategy Group (BRSG)

15:45 – 16:00 Tea Break

16:00 – 17:00 Closing Address:
Sources of Strategic Betas: Popular Stocks, Willing 
Losers and Implied Expected Returns

Dr Paul Kaplan 
CFA Director of Research – Morningstar, Canada 

17:00 – 17:15 Wrap-up Armien Tyer  
Head: Investments Cluster

17:15 Networking and Cocktails

Smart Investing in the “New (Ab) Normal”
Agenda

Consider every detail



Keynote Speakers

Dr Woody Brock

Dr Horace “Woody” Brock is one of the world’s foremost economists. As a celebrated public speaker, 
he is well known for his ability to take complex and counter-intuitive concepts and make them easily 
comprehensible to a broad range of people. His speaking engagements have included audiences such 
as the World Economic Forum in Davos, the CIA, The Aspen Institute, board of directors of corporations 
and banks, high net-worth family offices, private equity groups, and hedge funds. Dr Brock is the author 
of the new book, American Gridlock - Why the Right and Left Are Both Wrong, Commonsense 101 
Solutions to the Economic Crises, in addition to a series of Op-Ed pieces in the New York Times and the 
International Herald Tribune.

Dr Roelof Botha

Dr Roelof Botha is currently Joint Managing Director of GOPA Group SA, a multi-disciplinary 
research company that specialises in development facilitation. He has been an economic adviser 
to PricewaterhouseCoopers for the past 17 years and is an experienced presenter and sought after 
consultant. His broad experience includes management accountant of a listed industrial company, 
financial editor of a daily newspaper, economic policy adviser in the Department of Finance, senior 
economics lecturer at the University of Pretoria and University of Johannesburg, chief economist of the 
South African Federated Chamber of Industries, and visiting lecturer at the Gordon Institute of Business 
Science (GIBS) and Tshwane University of Technology.

Henk Potts

Henk is the Director of Global Investment Strategy, Barclays Wealth. In his current role, Henk analyses 
a wide variety of asset classes, including equities, currencies and commodities, as well as ascertaining 
and explaining the effects of macro-economic changes on financial markets. Based in London, he works 
in the UK and across a wide range of other jurisdictions including Monaco, Geneva, and South Africa, 
where he interacts with private banking and intermediary clients. Henk is very well known in the media 
and regularly appears on Sky News, BBC, Bloomberg, CNBC, Channel 4, and CNN. In addition to television 
appearances, Henk has numerous radio commitments as an in-house stock market expert, with regular 
slots on Talksport, LBC, Rivieria Radio (Monaco) and World Radio Switzerland. He also writes regular 
columns for national UK newspapers and personal finance magazines.

Dr Paul Kaplan

Paul D. Kaplan, PhD, CFA, is director of research for Morningstar Canada and a senior member of 
Morningstar’s global research team. He led the development of many of the quantitative methodologies 
behind Morningstar’s fund analysis, indexes, adviser tools, and other services. He conducts research on 
asset allocation, retirement income planning, portfolio construction, index methodologies, and other 
investment topics. Paul’s research papers have been published in professional books and publications 
such as the Financial Analysts Journal and the Journal of Portfolio Management. Paul previously served 
as quantitative research director for Morningstar Europe in London, director of quantitative research in 
the United States, and chief investment officer of Morningstar Associates, LLC, a registered investment 
adviser and wholly owned subsidiary of Morningstar, Inc. where he developed and managed the 
investment methodology for Morningstar’s retirement planning and advice services.



Deslin Naidoo

Deslin is currently the head of investment research at Alexander Forbes. His responsibilities include the 
management of Alexander Forbes’ range of portfolios, institutional and retail, including the Lifestage 
investment products; building and designing investment tools and conducting research into relevant 
investment topics. Prior to his current role, Deslin and his team founded Umbono Securities, a fully-
fledged stock-broking business, as a full member of the JSE and SAFEX. Despite his CEO responsibilities, 
Deslin retained his research function and developed the business into a quantitative research house with 
over 15 investment professionals.

Prasheen Singh

Head of RisCura Consulting
BBUSSCI (QUANTITATIVE MANAGEMENT); MSC (MATHEMATICS OF FINANCE)
Prasheen’s financial knowledge gives her the ability to answer any question about investing in Southern 
Africa. This puts a unique knowledge and understanding at our clients’ disposal, backed by Prasheen’s 
natural ability to step into the shoes of any client to help find the right approach without ever settling for 
pre-conceived or “acceptable” answers.

Moderator

Panelists

Glenn Silverman 

Glenn Silverman joined Investment Solutions as Chief Investment Officer in May 1999 and has over 20 
years of experience in the investment industry. He manages an investment team of some 23 individuals, 
based primarily in South Africa, but also in the UK, covering all major local and global asset classes. 
Glenn serves on a number of committees within the company, including as chairman of the Responsible 
Investing committee, the Caveo Investment and Risk (IRC) committee, the key Investment Committee, 
as well as the Asset Allocation committee. He is also a member of the Investment sub-committee of the 
Association for Savings & Investments South Africa (ASISA). An accountant by profession, Glenn is a 
member of the Chartered Accountants of SA and a CFA Charterholder. 

Euvin Naidoo

Euvin is the Head of Strategy for Barclays Africa, Regional Management, where he focuses on a 12-country 
pan-African footprint incorporating the corporate and investment bank, retail and business bank, and 
wealth and insurance businesses outside of South Africa. A graduate of the Harvard Business School, he 
is also an alumnus of global international management consulting firm McKinsey & Co. As a New York 
banker, seated firmly within a stable African bank, he experienced first-hand the impact of the global 
financial crisis, gaining invaluable insight into market movements and the impact on emerging markets, 
specifically Africa. Ranked by Forbes in 2011 as one of Africa’s Top 10 most ‘Powerful and Influential Men’ 
of his generation, he was also selected as a Young Global Leader at the World Economic Forum where he 
joined the Forum’s Global Agenda Councils, considered one of the world’s leading brain trusts.



Panelists

Moderator

Panelist

Jean-Pierre Matthews

Jean-Pierre (JP) recently joined Absa Alternative Asset Management (AAM), and is responsible for 
developing new product offerings, contributing to the investment process and managing strategic 
relationships. He has over 19 years’ experience in securities trading, structured products and alternative 
asset management (including hedge funds and infrastructure development). JP started his career in the 
financial markets in 1996 when he joined the PSG Group as fixed income analyst and proprietary trader. 
Since then, he has established various alternative asset management businesses within the PSG Group 
and elsewhere, including the establishment of the original AAM business in 1999. JP holds a degree in 
Actuarial Science, a postgraduate diploma in Financial Planning and is a CFA charterholder.

Rob Rusconi

Rob Rusconi is an independent actuary and researcher with working experience in insurance, pensions, 
institutional investment, health care financing and social security, in South Africa and abroad. His clients 
include Southern Africa’s governments, the World Bank, OECD, FinMark Trust and insurers, reinsurers 
and pension funds in South Africa. A common thread through Rob’s research on financial markets is the 
question of why these markets do not work consistently to the benefit of the consumers that they exist to 
serve and how they might be arranged more effectively with this goal in mind.

Anne Cabot-Alletzhauser

Anne heads up the Alexander Forbes Research Institute – an initiative that looks at the full spectrum 
of issues that confront the savings and investment issues for South Africa in particular and Africa in 
general. Her team recently published the thought leadership initiative Benefits Barometer, available on 
the benefitsbarometer.co.za website. Anne is a member of the global professional group, the CFA, and 
has  founded the Collective Insight, a publication dedicated to providing a forum for debate and analysis 
of the best research investment available from South African academics and practitioners in investing and 
consulting. Anne currently sits on the CFA Global Advisory Committee on Conferences and Education and 
FTSE/JSE’s Advisory Committee on the FTSE JSE Indices.

Antony Lester 

Antony qualified as an actuary in 1989 and was a founder partner of Fifth Quadrant Actuaries & 
Consultants (now Towers Watson). Antony has worked in the retirement industry for 25 years, initially 
advising pension funds on conversion from defined benefit to defined contribution. For the past 15 years 
Antony has mainly advised clients on investment strategy and has consulted on this matter to a number 
of the largest retirement funds in South Africa.



Roland Rousseau

Currently Roland Rousseau is responsible for Barclays Risk Strategy Group, which is a specialised 
unit within Barclays Africa Group tasked to design and implement more innovative and risk-efficient 
investment portfolios for institutional clients. Prior to this he was the Equity Investment Strategist for 
Barclays in SA (4 years). Before joining Barclays in 2011, he spent 14 years at Deutsche Bank, where he was 
part of the Investment Strategy team and headed up Quantitative Research where he published several 
award-winning international research reports (he was also rated as the #1 Analyst in his field seven times 
by the Financial Mail). Here he worked with institutional investors such as pension funds, sovereign wealth 
funds and asset consultants in South Africa as well as in the UK, Europe, Scandinavia and Australia on 
innovative portfolio construction, how to integrate active and passive investment solutions and implement 
more effective risk management. He is also currently an active committee member of the FTSE/JSE Index 
Advisory Committee; this committee is responsible for all official stock exchange indices in South Africa 
(eg Top 40).

Absa Speakers

Panelist

Wayne Dennehy

Wayne is a qualified actuary and pension fund valuator having worked at Momentum Actuaries and 
Consultants for 11 years as a pension fund valuator and asset consultant. Wayne switched to investment 
banking in 2003 where he was the head of the inflation derivative desk at a local bank for four years before 
joining Absa Corporate and Investment Banking at the end of 2007. Wayne successfully ran a structured 
sales team in the markets business before being asked to help set up a structuring team within markets, 
recently taking over the management responsibility of the Exchange Traded Fund business. His current 
responsibility also entails driving the passive businesses across Barclays Africa Group Limited.

Armien Tyer

Armien heads up the Investment Management cluster of Absa’s Wealth and Investment Management 
business, based in Johannesburg. He joined the group in December 2013, prior to which he held the 
position of Managing Director at Sanlam Investments. His previous experience includes positions as 
a Senior Portfolio Manager at Investec Asset Management and Associate at McKinsey & Co. Armien’s 
qualifications include a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics & Accounting, Honours in Financial Management, 
MBA (Cum Laude) and an AMP from Harvard University. Armien is passionate about the investment 
markets, Sufism and the Arts.


